
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analysis of statistics 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2023 



 

 ECHR – Analysis of Statistics 2022 

2/14 

 
 

 2 
 

Table of Contents 

Overview of the Court’s statistics in 2022 ...........................................................................................................3 

A. New applications .....................................................................................................................................3 

B. Applications disposed of judicially and pending applications .................................................................3 

C. Processing of applications .......................................................................................................................3 

1.  Pre-allocation .....................................................................................................................................3 

2.  Inadmissibility or striking-out decisions .............................................................................................3 

3.  Communicated applications ...............................................................................................................3 

4.  Judgments ..........................................................................................................................................4 

5.  Requests for interim measures (Rule 39 of the Rules of Court) ........................................................4 

D. Priority policy ..........................................................................................................................................4 

E. Conclusion ...............................................................................................................................................4 

General information ............................................................................................................................................5 

Number of applications allocated to a judicial formation ............................................................................6 

Processing of applications .............................................................................................................................8 

 



 ECHR – Analysis of Statistics 2022 

3/14 

 

 3  
 

 

Overview of the Court’s statistics in 2022 

The Court’s statistics for 2022 disclose an increase in the number of incoming applications allocated to a 
judicial formation. This can be explained principally by an increase in the number of allocated applications 
coming from Türkiye, Serbia, Greece and Belgium. 

A. New applications 

In 2022, 45,500 applications were allocated to a judicial formation, an overall increase of 3% compared with 
2021 (44,250). 26,700 of these were identified as single-judge cases likely to be declared inadmissible (a 
decrease of 1% in relation to 2021). As in previous years, single-judge applications continue to be processed 
as soon as they are identified as qualifying for such a procedure. In addition, 18,800 applications were 
identified as probable Chamber or Committee cases (an increase of 10% compared with 2021). 

B. Applications disposed of judicially and pending applications  

39,570 applications were disposed of judicially, an increase of 10% in relation to 2021 (36,093). The number 
of applications allocated exceeded the number disposed of by slightly more than 5,930. As a result, the 
stock of allocated applications pending before the Court increased over the year, from 70,150 to 74,650. 

C. Processing of applications 

1.  Pre-allocation  

As at 31 December 2022, the number of applications pending at the pre-judicial stage stood at 6,250, a 
decrease of 28% as compared with the same date of the previous year (8,700). The number of applications 
disposed of administratively in 2022 was 14,400, a decrease of 12%1. 62% of these files were disposed of for 
failure to comply with the requirements of Rule 47 of the Rules of Court (contents of an individual 
application). 

2.  Inadmissibility or striking-out decisions 

In 2022, 35,402 applications were declared inadmissible or struck out of the list of cases by a single judge, a 
Committee, a Chamber or a Grand Chamber, a 7% increase compared with 2021 (32,962).  

The single-judge formation decided 30,585 applications in 2022, 9% more than in 2021 (27,967). The 
percentage of applications allocated to a single judge this year is the lowest since 2010 (59% of the total 
number of applications allocated). 

In 2022, 2,208 applications were struck out by a Chamber or a Committee, in a decision following a friendly 
settlement or a unilateral declaration, a decrease of 16% (2,644 in 2021). Friendly settlements (1,718) 
decreased by 21% (2,174 in 2021) while unilateral declarations increased by 4% (490 as against 470 in 2021). 
In addition, 2,609 applications were declared inadmissible by a Grand Chamber, a Chamber or a Committee 
or struck out by those formations on other grounds (11% more than in 2021). 

3.  Communicated applications 

In 2022, 6,822 applications were communicated (a decrease of 36% compared with 2021, when 
10,629 applications were communicated).  

 
1.  For 2021, these figures do not include the 18,000 files against France referred to in Zambrano v. France (dec.), no. 41994/21, 
21 September 2021. 
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4.  Judgments 

Judgments were delivered in respect of 4,168 applications (compared with 3,131 in 2021, an increase of 
33%). A large proportion of these applications were joined, with the result that the number of judgments 
actually delivered was 1,163, an increase of 5%. Furthermore, 796 judgments (in respect of 
3,554 applications) were adopted by a three-judge Committee formation (+18% compared with 2021). 
There was a 70% increase (3,554 compared with 2,094 in 2021) in the number of applications decided in a 
judgment by three-judge Committees, which accounted for 85% of applications decided by means of a 
judgment (compared with 67% in 2021). While in 2021 a large group of applications against Türkiye 
concerning the lustration of judges were decided by means of a Chamber judgment, in 2022 a similar size 
group of applications concerning the same subject were decided by means of a Committee judgment. This 
year the number of applications decided by means of a judgment reached a record figure if the 2017 
Burmych and Others judgment is not taken into account (Burmych and Others v. Ukraine (striking out) [GC], 
nos. 46852/13 and 12,147 others, 12 October 2017). 

5.  Requests for interim measures (Rule 39 of the Rules of Court) 

The total number of decisions on interim measures (3,106) increased by 61% compared with 2021 (1,925). 
The Court granted requests for interim measures in 1,094 cases (an increase of 372% in relation to the total 
of 232 in 2021) and dismissed them in 686 cases (an increase of 32% compared with 519 in 2021). 68% of 
the requests granted (748 requests) concerned immigration issues in Belgium. It should be noted that 82% 
of the requests granted concerned issues other than expulsion or extradition. The remainder fell outside the 
scope of Rule 39 of the Rules of Court.  

D. Priority policy2 

The essence of this policy is to concentrate more resources on the most important cases, namely the cases 
falling within the top three categories (“priority applications”). On 31 December 2022, 23,850 applications 
were pending in these categories (a decrease of 0.6% from the beginning of the year). This result was 
achieved despite the high numbers of incoming priority applications against Greece, Belgium, Russia and 
Romania. The Court managed to decrease the number of pending priority applications as a result of the high 
productivity in these categories in 2022. Indeed, 4,152 priority applications were disposed of judicially, an 
increase of 23% compared to 2021 (3,373). 

The number of priority applications communicated to the respondent Governments decreased by 50% 
compared to 2021 (6,266 in 2021 and 3,138 in 2022). The number of priority applications declared 
inadmissible or struck out of the list of cases by a Grand Chamber, Chamber or Committee decreased 
slightly by 3% (1,549 in 2021 and 1,509 in 2022). The number of priority applications struck out following a 
friendly settlement or a unilateral declaration increased from 494 in 2021 to 666 in 2022. The number of 
priority applications giving rise to a judgment increased by 45% in 2022 (1,824 in 2021 and 2,643 in 2022). 

E. Conclusion 

The Court has implemented the strategy adopted in 2020 for more targeted and effective case-processing 
with the aim of streamlining the handling of both priority and “impact” cases (i.e. non-priority Chamber 
cases which address core issues of relevance for the State in question and/or for the Convention system 
generally). This strategy is aimed at enhancing the Court’s immediate impact and relevance for the 
applicants and in the member States and its ability to address core legal issues of relevance for the 
Convention system as a whole. As at 1 January 2023, 429 applications were identified as having an “impact” 
among the 26,527 applications pending in category IV. Since January 2021, 551 “impact” applications have 
been processed: 187 applications resulted in a judgment (111 in 2022 and 76 in 2021), 41 were declared 
inadmissible or struck out of the list of cases (21 in 2022 and 20 in 2021) and 323 were communicated (87 in 
2022 and 236 in 2021).  

 
2.  An explanation of the Court’s priority policy can be found on the Court’s internet site: 
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Priority_policy_ENG.pdf 

http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Priority_policy_ENG.pdf
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General information 

Table 1 General statistical information 
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Number of applications allocated to a judicial formation3 

Chart 1   Applications allocated to a judicial formation per year 

 

Chart 2   Applications pending before a judicial formation per year 

  

 
3.  Figures represent the total number of applications, including joined applications. The document generally gives round figures.  
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Chart 3  Breakdown of 74,650 pending applications for the high case-count States  

 

Chart 4   Breakdown of 74,650 pending applications by stage of proceedings and judicial 
formation4 

 

 
4.  The “Pending Government action” category was created to monitor applications following a judgment applying the pilot 
procedure. 
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Chart 5   Breakdown of 74,650 pending applications by category 

 

Processing of applications 

Chart 6   Major procedural steps in processing of applications 
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Chart 7   Number of judgments since 2012 

 

Chart 8   Applications in categories I, II and III processed from 2019 to 2022 
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Chart 9  39,570 applications disposed of judicially in 2022 

 

Chart 10  Evolution of the friendly settlements and unilateral declarations since 2012 
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Table 2 Unilateral declarations and friendly settlements from 2020 to 2022 
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Table 3 The Court’s total caseload by stage of proceedings and judicial formation 
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Table 4 Major procedural steps in processing of applications by State in 2020-2022 

 
Country charts are available at https://echr.coe.int/dashboards.    

https://echr.coe.int/dashboards
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Table 5 Applications allocated per Contracting State and population  

 
The Council of Europe member States had a combined population of approximately 837 million inhabitants 
on 1 January 20225. The average number of applications allocated per 10,000 inhabitants was 0,54 in 2022. 

 
5.  SOURCES on 01.01.2022: Internet sites of Eurostat (“Population and social conditions” database) and of the Population Division 
of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 


