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Overview of the Court’s statistics in 2022

The Court’s statistics for 2022 disclose an increase in the number of incoming applications allocated to a
judicial formation. This can be explained principally by an increase in the number of allocated applications
coming from Turkiye, Serbia, Greece and Belgium.

A. New applications

In 2022, 45,500 applications were allocated to a judicial formation, an overall increase of 3% compared with
2021 (44,250). 26,700 of these were identified as single-judge cases likely to be declared inadmissible (a
decrease of 1% in relation to 2021). As in previous years, single-judge applications continue to be processed
as soon as they are identified as qualifying for such a procedure. In addition, 18,800 applications were
identified as probable Chamber or Committee cases (an increase of 10% compared with 2021).

B. Applications disposed of judicially and pending applications

39,570 applications were disposed of judicially, an increase of 10% in relation to 2021 (36,093). The number
of applications allocated exceeded the number disposed of by slightly more than 5,930. As a result, the
stock of allocated applications pending before the Court increased over the year, from 70,150 to 74,650.

C. Processing of applications

1. Pre-allocation

As at 31 December 2022, the number of applications pending at the pre-judicial stage stood at 6,250, a
decrease of 28% as compared with the same date of the previous year (8,700). The number of applications
disposed of administratively in 2022 was 14,400, a decrease of 12%". 62% of these files were disposed of for
failure to comply with the requirements of Rule 47 of the Rules of Court (contents of an individual
application).

2. Inadmissibility or striking-out decisions

In 2022, 35,402 applications were declared inadmissible or struck out of the list of cases by a single judge, a
Committee, a Chamber or a Grand Chamber, a 7% increase compared with 2021 (32,962).

The single-judge formation decided 30,585 applications in 2022, 9% more than in 2021 (27,967). The
percentage of applications allocated to a single judge this year is the lowest since 2010 (59% of the total
number of applications allocated).

In 2022, 2,208 applications were struck out by a Chamber or a Committee, in a decision following a friendly
settlement or a unilateral declaration, a decrease of 16% (2,644 in 2021). Friendly settlements (1,718)
decreased by 21% (2,174 in 2021) while unilateral declarations increased by 4% (490 as against 470 in 2021).
In addition, 2,609 applications were declared inadmissible by a Grand Chamber, a Chamber or a Committee
or struck out by those formations on other grounds (11% more than in 2021).

3. Communicated applications

In 2022, 6,822 applications were communicated (a decrease of 36% compared with 2021, when
10,629 applications were communicated).

1. For 2021, these figures do not include the 18,000 files against France referred to in Zambrano v. France (dec.), no. 41994/21,
21 September 2021.



ECHR — Analysis of Statistics 2022

4. Judgments

Judgments were delivered in respect of 4,168 applications (compared with 3,131 in 2021, an increase of
33%). A large proportion of these applications were joined, with the result that the number of judgments
actually delivered was 1,163, an increase of 5%. Furthermore, 796 judgments (in respect of
3,554 applications) were adopted by a three-judge Committee formation (+18% compared with 2021).
There was a 70% increase (3,554 compared with 2,094 in 2021) in the number of applications decided in a
judgment by three-judge Committees, which accounted for 85% of applications decided by means of a
judgment (compared with 67% in 2021). While in 2021 a large group of applications against Tirkiye
concerning the lustration of judges were decided by means of a Chamber judgment, in 2022 a similar size
group of applications concerning the same subject were decided by means of a Committee judgment. This
year the number of applications decided by means of a judgment reached a record figure if the 2017
Burmych and Others judgment is not taken into account (Burmych and Others v. Ukraine (striking out) [GC],
nos. 46852/13 and 12,147 others, 12 October 2017).

5. Requests for interim measures (Rule 39 of the Rules of Court)

The total number of decisions on interim measures (3,106) increased by 61% compared with 2021 (1,925).
The Court granted requests for interim measures in 1,094 cases (an increase of 372% in relation to the total
of 232 in 2021) and dismissed them in 686 cases (an increase of 32% compared with 519 in 2021). 68% of
the requests granted (748 requests) concerned immigration issues in Belgium. It should be noted that 82%
of the requests granted concerned issues other than expulsion or extradition. The remainder fell outside the
scope of Rule 39 of the Rules of Court.

D. Priority policy?

The essence of this policy is to concentrate more resources on the most important cases, namely the cases
falling within the top three categories (“priority applications”). On 31 December 2022, 23,850 applications
were pending in these categories (a decrease of 0.6% from the beginning of the year). This result was
achieved despite the high numbers of incoming priority applications against Greece, Belgium, Russia and
Romania. The Court managed to decrease the number of pending priority applications as a result of the high
productivity in these categories in 2022. Indeed, 4,152 priority applications were disposed of judicially, an
increase of 23% compared to 2021 (3,373).

The number of priority applications communicated to the respondent Governments decreased by 50%
compared to 2021 (6,266 in 2021 and 3,138 in 2022). The number of priority applications declared
inadmissible or struck out of the list of cases by a Grand Chamber, Chamber or Committee decreased
slightly by 3% (1,549 in 2021 and 1,509 in 2022). The number of priority applications struck out following a
friendly settlement or a unilateral declaration increased from 494 in 2021 to 666 in 2022. The number of
priority applications giving rise to a judgment increased by 45% in 2022 (1,824 in 2021 and 2,643 in 2022).

E. Conclusion

The Court has implemented the strategy adopted in 2020 for more targeted and effective case-processing
with the aim of streamlining the handling of both priority and “impact” cases (i.e. non-priority Chamber
cases which address core issues of relevance for the State in question and/or for the Convention system
generally). This strategy is aimed at enhancing the Court’s immediate impact and relevance for the
applicants and in the member States and its ability to address core legal issues of relevance for the
Convention system as a whole. As at 1 January 2023, 429 applications were identified as having an “impact”
among the 26,527 applications pending in category IV. Since January 2021, 551 “impact” applications have
been processed: 187 applications resulted in a judgment (111 in 2022 and 76 in 2021), 41 were declared
inadmissible or struck out of the list of cases (21 in 2022 and 20 in 2021) and 323 were communicated (87 in
2022 and 236 in 2021).

2. An  explanation of the Court’s priority policy can be found on the Court's internet site:
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Priority policy ENG.pdf
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Table 1 General statistical information
1. Applications allocated to a judicial formation og22 2024 -
[round figures (50}]
Applications allocated 45500 44250 3%
2. Interim procedural events 2022 2021 +-
Applications communicated to respondent Govemment 6822 10620 -36%
3. Applications decided 2022 2021 +-
By decision or judgment 39570 36093 10%
- by judgment delivered 4168 3131 33%
- by decision (inadmissible or struck out) 35402 32062 %
4. Pending applications [round figures (50)] 31/12/2022| 1/1/2022 +-
Applications pending before a judicial formation 74650 70150 6%
- Chamber and Grand Chamber 35100 30600 15%
- Committee 34800 31850 9%
- Single-Judge formation 4750 7700 -38%
5. Pre-judicial applications [round figures (50)] 31/12/2022| 1/1/2022 +-
Applications at a preqjudicial stage 6250 8700 -28%
2022 2021 +-
Applications disposed of administratively 14400 16400 -12%
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Number of applications allocated to a judicial formation®

Chart 1 Applications allocated to a judicial formation per year
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Chart 2 Applications pending before a judicial formation per year

140000

128100
120000
100000

80000

60000

40000

20000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

3. Figures represent the total number of applications, including joined applications. The document generally gives round figures.
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Chart 3 Breakdown of 74,650 pending applications for the high case-count States
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Chart 5 Breakdown of 74,650 pending applications by category
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Chart 6 Major procedural steps in processing of applications
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Chart 7 Number of judgments since 2012
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Chart 9 39,570 applications disposed of judicially in 2022
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Chart 10 Evolution of the friendly settlements and unilateral declarations since 2012
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Table 2 Unilateral declarations and friendly settlements from 2020 to 2022
State Unilateral Declaration Friendly Settlement

2020 2021 2022 2020 2021 2022

Albania 2 3 6 2

Andorra

Armenia 11 1 13 1 1

Awustria 2 6

Azerbaijan 27 55 4 23 67 64

Belgium 2 11 21 8 6 22

Bosnia and Herzegovina 1 1 1 4 6 43

Bulgaria ] 2 1 30 33

Croatia 2 17 12 14 34 20

Cyprus 1 1 2 1 1

Czech Republic 1 1 2 4 4

Denmark 1

Estonia 3 8 2 1

Finland

France 3 2 4 3 10 6

Georgia

Germany 1 1 1 2

Greece 8 1 4 53 40 7

Hungary 11 8 13 263 221 170

Iceland 5 16 1] 7 2

Ireland 2 3

ltaly 1 142 179 15 236 85

Latvia 1

Liechtenstein

Lithuania 1 1 9

Luxembourg

Malta 1 1

Republic of Moldova ] 7 1 13 8 3

Monaco 1

Montenegro 1 1 4

MNetherlands 2 4 4

Morth Macedonia 9 3] 22 74 19

Norway

Poland 23 56 33 17 131 77

Portugal 4 4 2 16 11 14

Romania 24 48 41 &9 224 406

Russia 214 42 23 509 244 27

San Marino 1 2

Serbia 1 1 10 113 JOB 625

Slovakia 1 ] 2 12 26 23

Slovenia 13

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland 1 1 7

Tiirkiye 56 30 109 167 43 10

Ukraine 13 14 7

United Kingdom 1 5 9

Total 403 470 490 1375 2174 1718
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Table 3 The Court’s total caseload by stage of proceedings and judicial formation
Single ludge Ehamh:zrand ,
Committee - Pending
State aru:‘] awaiting first | Communicated | Gowvernment | Admissible | TOTAL
Committee examination action
[cat. WI-v1l) (cat. 1V)
Albania a8 255 119 4 336
Andorra 4 1 5
Armenia 43 1002 179 8 1232
Austria al 22 1 3 101
Azerbaijan 11 1513 619 27 2170
Belgium 41 0828 183 = 1228
Bosnia and Herzegovina 163 11 g 1 184
Bulgaria &7 371 29 12 530
Croatia a3 224 164 4 475
Cyprus 5 23 19 4 51
Czech Republic s G4 45 8 142
Denmark 9 4 3 3 39
Estonia 5 7 0 4 36
Finland s 1 10 36
France 232 126 242 14 614
Georgia 9 62 73 11 155
Germany 105 50 20 4 198
Greece 112 1279 1408 4 2803
Hunga ry 119 203 277 23 622
Iceland 4 2 s 2 32
Ireland 2 3 5 10
Italy 2 2417 1003 22 3531
Latvia 5 299 65 2 402
Liechtenstein 0
Lithuania 137 45 53 5 240
Luxembourg & 3 4 1 14
Malta 1 15 27 2 45
Republic of Moldova x 682 301 a 1020
Monaco 2 B 5 13
Montenegro & 2 15 101
MNetherlands 16 24 52 3 a5
MNorth Macedonia 78 210 109 2 399
Monaay 10 a7 5 1 73
Poland 161 1662 621 9 2453
Portugal 31 259 85 1 377
Romania 273 2049 1389 46 136 4793
Russia 173 12997 3390 182 16742
San Marino 1 50 14 4 69
Serbia 784 28l 475 1 1841
Slovakia . 114 65 4 210
Slovenia 55 59 pal 2 137
Spain 42 25 =T 10 114
Sweden 16 4 13 1 34
Switzerland o] 41 al 3 169
Tiirkiye 1324 13668 5072 51 20115
Ukraine 1833 90c0 1140 20 10403
United Kingdom 16 33 a8 2 a9
ALL STATES 4767 51552 17663 46 619 74647
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Table 4 Major procedural steps in processing of applications by State in 2020-2022
I ] "
State toa judical formation Government out by a judgment
2020 | 2021 | 2002 || 2000 | 2001 | 2002 || 2000 | 2021 | 2022 | 2000 | 2021 | 2022
2 baniz | B | = 5 | = | & || 120 20| 07| 3 4 E
4ndorrs n | un | o o 2 | o || | = ) 1 o | o
4 meniz 213 (12 ||| = | = | & |4 || w| 5| 7| =
2 ustria 215 | 2z2 [ e [ o [ 2| 4 12|10 == o ) 3
222 rbaijan 525 | 425 |29 [ 1m |15 |27 30 |2 |2 | 2 | 2 | 32
Belgium 124 | 155 (me|| 7 [ &8 [ 133 |5 |we| 5 | = | =
||E-I}5|'IiEI and Herzegovina 210 784 407 == B ) 2040 | 529 208 13 & 15
[puizsris ge |63 [sw] @ | = | (s ||| & | @ | 28
llero=tis g5 | em || s |u | o e | |am| =2 | &8 | 7
l[evprs= = 2 ! z 5 g = T = 2 2 7
l[zz=ch Repubic N EYEE R EE EESEEE R 5 | 1
([penmark g | g [ 7 | 1 HENEREREEE g
[E=toni= 28 |13 (1] 8 | v | 1 (132 |ws s 2 | 2
l[Firt=nd 120 | 2 [w] s | 3] 2 (w|w|w| 1] 1]o0
[Franc= 638 | 764 | 831 || ® |15 | » |4 | [m | & [ =2 | 22
[z=crsi= 120 w0 || 7 | =2 | 2 (122 |w0|se| 2| 7| =
[[g=rmany 563 | 574 [ s || 1w | o | B | 558 |58 [ sm | 1 3 )
l[Greece gog | 912 |1oe7 | 2m2 [ 320 [ o1 |31 | s |5 | 2 | B | 2
[Hunzary 1036 | 1086 | 1267 || 325 | 458 | 323 || 970 |24 (w0 | = [ = | xm
lhcstand 2 | a | oo |le|lz|=]s]s]2]as
[iretand 2 | 5 | = ) 4 2 o | & | 7 1 1 1
=ty 1457 | 1610 | 1931 || 452 | 385 | 784 |[1080 132 |10 | = | = | 3=
(L= 214 (228 ||| 2 | 2 | 7 || 230|288 | 1| © 3 )
([Lischtenstein E s | 1] o] o] o s | 8| 2] o 1 0
Lithuania 38 |2 [ 7 | 7 | 2 (3| |aw| 8| 0| =
| R EE EEEEE R EREAE R
[frr=te= R EREEE S R EEEE Y EEEE
[repubiic of Motdova 523 e (s || @ | [ [s=m |em | = | @ | 3
[onzce 3 2 2 0 5 1 2 E 4 1 0 0
[Mentenesro 218 | 3m1 [ ms | 2 4 | 12 |28 [ 1m [aa | w ]| & | 3
[[Mesheriands s |z ||| 5| 2 | ® 30 |m|[m]| s [ 7] 1
l[Merth Macedania 275 |3 [ 1= | a | v (ow]|wm|m| =] 6 |
[[vorway = |16 | 13| 7 3 3 2 | = |12 ¢« | 0| 5
[Foizna 1628 | 2829 | 2196 || 124 | 328 | 373 |[1ms [es (1w | = [ = | 22
[portuzsi 61 | 260 |35 || | & | ® | 148 | 283 [ 3= | 7 5 | 11
[rem=niz 2994 | 2971 | 3302 || 1171 | 1000 | 1058 |[ 2960 [ 4366 [ 3720 [ 388 | awr | sor
Russis 8903 | 9432 | 6077 || 2507 | 1069 | 257 || 9594 | seel | 4424 | S7o | 741 | 17ss
=an Marino g | B | = [ 1 7 | B | & | 2| 3 1 0 4
arbia 1835 | 1993 [ 3225 || 466 [doe5 | 738 |[1813 (133 33| 2 [ = | =
ciovakia 2 |20 ||| 2| =2 | & 268|286 |22 | =2 | 7 | 2
Siovenia 180 | 23 | 287 [ s s [ o [ m|m| = 7 3
5 psin 20 g2 |78 || = | o | v |22 || 70| 8 | = | 12
5w eden 178 | 157 ||| 3 | | 2 |18 |1 || o 1 3
Switzerand e | ||| 2 | 2| 5 | ||| 5| 7 2
Tarkiye 5104 | 9548 | 12551) 781 | 4155 | es2 |[e397 [ oeme | esmz [ 123 | ser | 72
Ukrsine 2271 | 3721 [ 1914 | 536 | 677 | 353 |[ 2475 2126 [ 1oz | 212 | s | 3w
United Kingdom 3 |20 |20 || o | 2 | v (2o [2me [ m | ¢ | o] s
Total 41631 | 49257 | 45528 | 7683 | 10629 | 6322 || 372839 | 32962 | 35402 3131 | 4168

Country charts are available at https://echr.coe.int/dashboards.
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Table 5 Applications allocated per Contracting State and population
S Applli{:alliclrnsallocalled to a Population Allocated fpopulation
judicial formation (1 O0:D) (100 O

2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 (|1.1.2019(1.1.2020(1.1.2021|1.1.2022| 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022
Abania 28 76 75 85 2862 | 2845 | 2830 | 2784 [[ 031 027 [ 027 [ 030
Andorra 6 11 11 10 76 77 77 BO 079 | 143 | 143 | 125
Amenia 148 | 213 | 134 | 111 || 2965 | 2060 | 2063 | 2061 | 050 | 072 | 045 | 037
Austria 19 | 215 | 222 | 254 | 8ese | ®901 | 2933 | mB9y9 | 022 | 024 | 0,25 | 028
Azerbaijan 307 | 525 | 425 | 389 | ooe1 | 10067 | 10119 | 10156 || o040 | 052 | 042 | 038
Belgium 139 | 124 | 155 | 1169 | 11455 | 21522 | 11555 | 11631 || 012 | 011 | 013 | 101
Bosnia and Herzegovina|| 1784 | 870 | 784 | 407 || 34072 | 3402 | 3287 | 3231 || 511 | 249 [ 239 | 126
Bulgaria 750 | 608 | 623 | 597 || 7ooo | 6951 | 6917 | 6839 | 107 | 087 | 090 | 087
Croatia 712 | 615 | 698 | B86 || 4076 | 4058 | 4036 | 3879 | 175 | 152 | 173 | 228
Cyprus 45 55 52 43 76 a8 96 g5 || 051 | 062 [ 058 | 048
Czech Republic 300 | 381 | 331 | 309 | 10650 | 10694 | 10495 | 10517 || 028 | 036 | 032 | 029
Denmark 59 63 67 57 | seos | 5823 | sEap | 5873 [ o0 | 011 | 011 | 027
Estonia 121 | 128 | 113 | 141 | 1325 | 1329 | 1330 | 1332 | 051 | 056 | 085 | 106
Finkand 131 | 120 | 91 170 || 5518 | 5525 | 5534 | 5548 || o024 | 022 | 016 | 031
France 693 | 638 | 784 | B31 | 67013 | 67320 | 67657 | 67843 || 010 | 008 | 011 | 012
Georgia 131 | 130 | 120 | 150 | 3723 | 3717 | 3728 | 3689 | 035 035 | 032 | 041
Germany 584 | 569 | 574 | 535 | 83019 | 83167 | 83155 | 83237 | 0,07 | 007 | 007 | 006
Greece 344 | 658 | 912 | 1947 | 10724 | 10719 | 10679 | 10604 || 032 | 061 | 085 | 184
Hungary 950 | 1036 | 1086 | 1267 | 9773 | 9769 | 9731 | 989 || 097 [ 106 | 112 | 131
lc=iand 40 28 21 30 357 364 368 376 || 112 | 077 | 057 | 080
Iredand 37 43 35 28 | 4g0a | 494 | 5006 | 5060 || O0E | 008 | 007 | 006
ftaly 1454 | 1497 | 1610 | 1931 | 60360 | 59641 | 59236 | 58983 | 024 | 025 | 027 | 033
Latvia 233 | 414 [ 268 | 272 | 1920 | 1908 | 1893 | 1876 || 121 | 2,17 | 142 | 145
Liechtenstein 6 g g 1 38 3z 3z 3z 1,58 | 231 | 205 | 026
Lithuznia 306 | 398 | 420 | 360 || 2794 | 2794 | 2796 | 2806 | 142 | 142 ] 153 | 128
Luseem bourg 23 29 30 35 614 626 635 gas | 037 | 046 | 047 | 054
Maita 35 40 62 19 494 514 516 521 |[071| 078 | 1,20 | 036
Republic of Mokdova 635 | 523 | 630 | 642 || 2685 | 2644 | 2627 | 2604 | 236 | 198 | 240 | 247
Monaco B 3 g g 38 38 39 30 211 [ 079 | 205 | 2,05
Montenegro 427 | 218 | 381 | 295 622 22 621 618 || 686 | 3,50 | 614 | 477
Netherkands 400 | 386 | 248 | 198 |[ 17282 | 17407 | 17475 | 17591 || 023 | 022 | 014 | 011
North Macedonia 262 | 275 | 394 | 367 || 2077 | 2076 | 2060 | 1837 | 1,26 | 1,32 | 180 | 200
Norway 102 | 99 [ 116 | 131 | 5328 | 5367 | 5391 | 5425 o019 | 018 | 022 | 024
Poknd 1834 | 1628 | 2889 | 2146 || 37973 | 37958 | 37840 | 37654 || 048 | 043 | 076 | 057
Portugal 188 | 261 | 260 | 335 | 10277 | 10296 | 10298 | 10352 | 018 | 025 | 025 | 032
Romania 2656 | 2994 | 2971 | 3302 | 19414 | 19329 | 19202 | 19038 || 137 | 155 [ 155 | 173
RUSE 12782 | 8923 | 9432 | 6077 | 143667 | 143667 | 143667 | 143667 || 089 | 062 | 066 | 042
San Marino 10 6 18 56 35 35 35 34 2,86 | 171 | 514 | 1647
Serbia 2160 | 1836 | 1993 | 3289 [ eo9es | 6027 | 6872 | 6797 || 3,00 | 265 | 290 | 482
Slovakia 300 | 289 | 460 | 479 | 5450 | 5458 | 5460 | 5435 || 055 | 053 | 0,84 | 088
Slovenia 210 | 180 | 232 | 287 | 2081 | 2086 | 2109 | 2107 | 101 | o086 | 111 | 1,36
Spain 606 | 440 | 614 | 718 | 46937 | 47333 | 47300 | 47433 || 013 | 008 | 013 | 015
Sweden 209 | 174 | 157 | 162 | 10230 | 10327 | 10379 | 1m4sz2 || 020 | 017 | 015 | 015
Switzerkand 279 | 278 | 273 | 257 | es44 | eeoe | 2670 | B737 [ 033 | 032 | 031 | o020
Tirkiye 7274 | 9104 | 9548 | 12551 82004 | 83155 | 83614 | maseo | 089 | 109 | 1,14 | 148
Ukraine 3001 | 4271 | 3721 | 1914 | 45246 | 45246 | 45246 | 45246 || 088 | 0904 | 082 | o042
United Kingdom 344 | 301 | 210 | 240 || 66647 | 67025 | 68134 | 67502 || oos | op4 [ 003 | o004
Total 44487 | 41681 44257 | 45528(] 834175 | 836287 ] 837399 [ 837348 053 | 050 | 053 | 054

The Council of Europe member States had a combined population of approximately 837 million inhabitants
on 1 January 2022°. The average number of applications allocated per 10,000 inhabitants was 0,54 in 2022.

5. SOURCES on 01.01.2022: Internet sites of Eurostat (“Population and social conditions” database) and of the Population Division
of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs.
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