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Pending allocated cases

Approximately 70,150 applications were pending before a judicial formation at 
31 December 2021. Neerly a quarter of these applications had been lodged against 
the Russian Federation.

The number of applications allocated to a judicial formation in 2021 exceeded the 
number disposed of judicially during the year.
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available on the Court’s website: www.echr.coe.int
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Applications allocated to a judicial formation

Applications which are allocated to a judicial formation are those for which the 
Court has received a correctly completed form, accompanied by copies of relevant 
documents. 

These applications will be examined by a single judge, a Committee or a Chamber 
of the Court. These fi gures do not include applications which are at the pre-judicial 
stage (incomplete case fi le).

In 2021 about 44,250 applications were allocated to one of the Court’s judicial 
formations.

on 31 December 2021
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Judgments by State

Almost half the judgments concerned 3 of the 47 member States, namely the Russian 
Federation (232), and Ukraine (197) and Romania (95). Nearly a quarter of all the 
judgments delivered by the Court concerned the Russian Federation. 

Of the total number of judgments delivered in 2021, the Court found at least one 
violation of the Convention by the respondent State in 84% of the cases.

Since the Court was established in 1959, the Court has delivered 24,511 judgments. 
More than a third of them have concerned 3 member States: Turkey (3,820), the 
Russian Federation (3,116) and Italy (2,466).
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Subject-matter of the Court’s violation judgments

In the judgments delivered by the Court in 2021, nearly a quarter of the violations 
concerned Article 6 (right to a fair hearing), whether on account of the fairness or 
the length of the proceedings. 

In addition, 25% of the violations found concerned serious breaches of the 
Convention, namely the right to life or the prohibition of torture and inhuman or 
degrading treatment (Articles 2 and 3).

Judgments delivered by the Court

In recent years the Court has concentrated on examining complex cases, and has 
decided to join certain applications which raise similar legal questions so that it can 
consider them jointly.

A single judgment may therefore encompass a number of applications.

In 2021 the Court delivered 1,105 judgments concerning 3,131 applications.

In 2021 the Court completed its examination of a total of 36,092 applications with 
a judgment or decision or by striking the case out of the list. 
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Bosnia and Herzegovina 784 529 60 589
Bulgaria 623 526 60 586
Croatia 698 637 45 682
Cyprus 52 47 3 50
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Violations by Article and by State1
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